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Commissioner for Patents 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Pursuant to Applicants' duty of disclosure set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1 .56, Applicants wish to 
bring to the Examiner's attention the references listed on the attached PTO Form 1449. 

No representation is made, and no representation is intended, that more relevant material 
does not exist or that the order of presentation of these materials in any way reflects their 
relative pertinence. The references cited on the attached PTO Form 1449 are not intended 
to constitute an admission of any kind. Specifically, this presentation is not an admission 
that any of the items listed on the attached PTO Form 1449 are properly citable against the 
above-identified application. 
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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
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In accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. §1.98, the references are listed on the 
attached PTO Form 1449 and copies are submitted herewith. The attached copies may 
have been pulled from Applicants' or assignee's file. Accordingly, some of the references 
may have written indicia thereon. It is requested that the Examiner ignore all such written 
indicia as such indicia may not be relevant to the instant case or may not be an accurate 
characterization of the reference. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before issuance of a first Office Action 
or within three months of the filing date of the referenced patent application. Accordingly, 
no fee is due. Nevertheless, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment of 
any additional fees due under 37 C.F.R. §1.17 or credit any overpayment to Deposit 
Account No. 23-2130. 

It is Applicants 1 desire to have these references available in the record for both the 
Examiner and the public to review. Applicants, therefore, request that the Examiner review 
the entire disclosure of each reference and make all references of record. 

U.S. Patent Documents: 



3,629,547 
3,847,287 
4,210,796 
4,549,068 
4,600,824 
4,695,702 
4,864,099 
5,338,917 



12/21/1971 
11/12/1974 
07/01/1980 
10/22/1985 
07/15/1986 
09/22/1987 
09/05/1989 
08/16/1994 



Kester et al. 
Dinse 
Moerke 
Kensrue 
Moerke 
Gartland 
Cusick, III et al. 
Stuart et al. 



December 9, 2004 

Wilhelm Law Service 

100 W. Lawrence St., Third Floor 

Appleton, Wisconsin 

920-831-0100 

920-831-0101 FAX 



Respectfully submitted, 
Nicholas A. Matiash et al. 



By: yf* a ^ t^L^U 
Thomas D. Wilhelm 
Attorney for Applicant 
(Reg. No. 28,794) 
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'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not elation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with 
next cornmunicaton to applicant, 'Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.usoto.Qov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued 
the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent 
document, ^nd of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. 6 AppIicant is to place a check mark here If English language Translation is 
attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 .97 and 1 .98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. 
Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, including gathenng. prepanng, and submitting the completed application form to the 
USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief 
Information Officer, U.S. Patent 3nd Trademark Office. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for 
Patents. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9 199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 



